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Lessons to be learned from the Toronto school board ‘fiasco' 


Re: Toronto school board's profoundly ignorant rejection of book club event with Nobel Prize winner( 
httos://nationaloost.com/opinion/rex-murphy-toronto-school-boards-profoundly-ignorant-rejection-of-book-club- 


event-with-nobel-prize-winner ), Rex Murphy, Nov. 19 


Two lessons are to be learned from this fiasco. 


The first is that Toronto's school board is either incapable of discerning the difference between a lawyer and an 
accused - or that its students have not been taught to be able to do so. If the former, then it is ignorance. If the 
latter, incompetence. 


The second is that the school board is admitting that it is unable to teach its students the difference between Islam 
and the Islamic State - the difference between religious belief and political action. It truly believes that if its students 
are told that the Islamic State committed evil, then they will interpret that as "all Muslims are evil" - which can only 
be because they have not been taught otherwise. 


The core of the liberal arts is learning the ability to think critically - not to merely jump to facile conclusions, but to 
ask questions, to analyze, to think independently. A pity the liberal arts are now out of fashion. 


Tom Curran, Prince Edward County 


The question to be asked about Rittenhouse 


Re: Kyle Rittenhouse not-guilty verdict justified( httos://nationalpost.com/opinion/adam-zivo-kyle-rittenhouse-not- 
guilty-verdict-justitied ), Adam Zivo, Nov. 22 


The remaining question screams: what was a 17-year-old high school kid doing on the streets of Kenosha with a 
military-grade automatic weapon with hundreds of others living out their street theatre, testosterone 
notwithstanding? 


Columnist Adam Zivo seems to be leaning towards vigilante sympathy for Kyle Rittenhouse. As a parent | 
personally see the teen as (almost) as much a victim of a gun culture as the three people he shot. Allow - even 
encourage - guns on the streets in the hands of wanna-be heroes and something bad is going to happen. 


Fraser Petrick, Kingston, Ont. 
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Then-17-year-old Kyle Rittenhouse carries a weapon on the night he fatally shot two protesters and injured a third 
in Kenosha, Wisconsin, on Aug. 25, 2020. 


Vaccines save lives 


Re: COVID has cost Canadians their freedom. It must be restored( hitos://nationalpost.com/opinion/bruce-pardy- 
covid-has-cost-canadians-their-freedom-it-must-be-restored ), Bruce Pardy, Nov. 20 


| am appalled that the National Post chose to provide almost three-quarters of a page for Bruce Pardy's ill- 
conceived and questionable claims and comments, while hiding under the claim that he is defending the civil 
liberties of Canadians. 


His "claim" that the aim of vaccination passports is not to control the spread of the virus, but to ensure everyone is 
vaccinated, is total nonsense. 


His claim flies in the face of the historical success of mass vaccination programs that have provided "herd 
immunity," decreased the incidence of infectious diseases, decreased the incidence of disability and decreased 
death from potentially severe infections. There is mounds of evidence that mass vaccinations protect the public and 
decrease the risk of such infections as measles, polio and the annual flu, etc. 


In addition he claims that "kids have a nonexistent risk." This again is absolutely false. While it is true that younger 
children fortunately are at lower risk from developing serious consequences from "COVID," there are volumes of 
data that describe serious consequences of COVID infections in young children such as "long COVID" (affecting 
learning, long-term fatigue etc), hospitalization, myocarditis, pericarditis and death. 


Further he claims that the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) have no record of any unvaccinated 
person spreading COVID after recovering. Perhaps he would be so kind as to provide references to his claims. 
There have been instances in which the viral shedding went on for a significant amount of time after "recovery" and 
therefore the potential for spreading infection. Further, since the virus continues to mutate, where is his evidence 
that once there is recovery from the original strain, that a reinfection from a mutant strain can't and doesn't happen? 
If one examines the need for yearly "flu" vaccinations due to the mutation of the flu virus, one can extrapolate that 
the same would occur from the COVID virus. 


Finally, in times of war in which democracy and freedom were threatened by foreign powers, it was accepted and 
expected that mandatory conscription was necessary in order to protect the rights and privileges of our society. 


| would compare this "war footing" to the current invisible foe (COVID virus) that has devastated the world, created 
major health problems, significant debility and mortality worldwide. This goes without pointing out the economic toll 
in most if not all of the world. Therefore, it is reasonable to accept that mass immunization should be mandatory. 
Those who refuse to be vaccinated are a risk to the rest of the population as they are and will be the vector for 
ongoing survival and spread of this infectious disease. Therefore, it is reasonable that society impose 
consequences for their non-compliance and the risk they pose to others. 


Dr. T. Weinberger (retired family physician), Toronto 


Praying the Serenity Prayer 


Re: The ghastly charade in Glasgow and the West's self-flagellation over the  climate( 
httos://nationalpost.com/opinion/conrad-black-the-ghostly-charade-in-glasgow-and-the-wests-self-flagellation-over- 
the-climate ), Conrad Black; and The waters came flooding back in B.C., leaving human misery in their wake( 
httos://nationalpost.com/opinion/raymond-j-de-souza-the-waters-came-flooding-back-in-b-c-leaving-human-misery- 


in-their-wake ), Raymond J. de Souza, both Nov. 20 
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Conrad Black lists the futility of trying to curb CO2. India and China already burn 14 million tons of coal daily, and 
are adding more, so any minor reduction from Canada is overwhelmed. Raymond J. de Souza highlights the 
destruction of roads and bridges in B.C. by the flooding. 


Our leaders should reflect on the Serenity Prayer: God, grant me the serenity to accept the things | cannot change, 
courage to change the things | can, and wisdom to know the difference. 


Canada alone cannot change the world's CO2 level, but we can ensure our infrastructure is ready. Leaders - know 
the difference. 


Paul Gagnon, Calgary 


Letters to the editor: Ban on Chinese slave labour products ‘a start'( httos://nationalpost.com/opinion/letters-to-the- 
editor-ban-on-chinese-slave-labour-products-a-start ) 


Letters to the editor: Uproar over speech by Air Canada CEO is all about respect( 
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor-uproar-over-speech-by-air-canada-ceo-is-all-about-respect ) 


The pendulum swings in Quebec 


Re: Why Air Canada CEO's English-only speech in Quebec was such a grave gaffe( 
httos://nationaloost.com/opinion/andre-pratte-why-air-canada-ceos-english-only-speech-in-quebec-was-such-a- 


grave-gaffe ), AndrA@ Pratte, Nov. 21 


Having come to Montreal in 1949 at the age of six from France, and having lived in that city through the age of 16, | 
can perhaps bring some perspective on the French-English language divide during the 1950s. | was enrolled in 
English-speaking schools throughout, and though the French language was a required subject from Grades 3 
through 11, if memory serves me right, only one other student besides myself in my senior homeroom class could 
hold their own in French. Most wore it on their sleeves that this language was being shoved down their throats. In 
the summer jobs that | held, often with a majority of French Canadian employees, the "official" working language 
was English. If they wanted to get ahead, French Canadians had to learn English, but most of the English-speaking 
people that | encountered wouldn't condescend to speak French. 


Granted this was a long time ago, but it should not be a wonder that the pendulum has swung so hard the other 
way. Perhaps someday it will settle down to a happy equilibrium between the two extremes. 


Eli Honig, Toronto 


The nature of David Suzuki's comments 


Re: David Suzuki's ‘blown up' pipelines comment is a winking incitement to  eco-terrorism( 
httos://nationalpost.com/opinion/tasha-kheiriddin-david-suzukis-blown-up-pipelines-comment-is-a-winking- 


incitement-to-eco-terrorism ), Tasha Kheiriddin, Nov. 23; and David Suzuki's ‘blown up' pipelines comment 
symbolizes a lawless left, John Robson, Nov. 24 


According to Wikipedia, David Suzuki has a PhD in zoology, was a professor in the genetics department at the 
University of British Columbia and is best known as the host of a CBC (government-funded) TV science program, 
The Nature of Things. | won't ask a plumber to fix the wiring in my house, | don't try to buy ice cream from my bank 
and | certainly will not take any advice or direction from somebody whose grandstanding exceeds their 
qualifications. 


John P.A. Budreski, Vancouver 
| believe we have a criminal law against incitement to riot. Let's use it. 


Charles Hooker, East Garafraxa, Ont. 
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Environmentalist David Suzuki, who came under heavy criticism for saying during an interview that pipelines would 
be "blown up" if government leaders don't take action on climate change, issued an apology for his remarks on 
Thursday. 


Confronting anti-Semitism 


Re: Substitute ‘anti-Jewish racism' for the term anti-Semitism, Letters to the  Editor( 
httos://nationalpost.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor-ban-on-chinese-slave-labour-products-a-start ), Nov. 24 


The word "anti-Semitism" exists because "anti-Semitism" still exists ... and is getting progressively worse by the 
day. While "Islamophobia" is the third-rail of Canadian politics and our media's politically corrected speech 
nowadays, anti-Semitic "speech" - verbalized hatred of one specific, identifiable group throughout our recorded 
history, the Jews - is part-and-parcel of the new, woke, hard-left progressivist vogue. In public places and in public 
schools, in public forums and in public universities, both here in Canada and in England, and in a growing number 
of other "civilized" countries, Jews are being - one again - put into public flight and coming under dangerous verbal 
threat, to say the least. 


Anti-Semitism has to stop or be stopped or (sorriest) human history will be repeated: All educated people know this 
but they are either career-positioned, educated, or re-educated to be afraid to speak out for fear/self-concern of 
losing their cushy positions or sinecures with some publicly funded body or board. We Canadians have to stop 
pussy-footing around and be brave enough to call it by its proper name, anti-Semitism. 


R.H. Bredin, North York, Ont. 


Canadian consumers are being milked 


Re: Dairy firm Lactalis to raise prices on grocers by up to 15 per cent next year( 
httos://financialoost.com/news/retail-marketing/dairy-firm-lactalis-to-raise-prices-on-grocers-by-up-to-15-per-cent- 


next-year ), Nov. 19; and The sacred cows contributing to Canada's soaring _ inflation( 


httos://nationalpost.com/opinion/rupa-subramanya-the-sacred-cows-contributing-to-canadas-soaring-inflation ), 
Rupa Subramanya, Nov. 24 


As the Financial Post reported last Saturday, one of the largest dairy companies in Canada is planning price 
increases of up to 15 per cent in the new year, thanks to ballooning manufacturing costs, labour, transportation and 
the cost of milk. So much for supply management systems. | then hear Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland and 
members of the Bank of Canada reassure us that inflation is transitory. So | have to ask, when this "transitory 
inflationary" period comes to an end, after the government waves its magic wand, will the cost of dairy products 
come down by the same amount they went up? What | do know isn't transitory, is being a cash-cow and 
continuously milked. 


Paul Baumberg, Dead Mans Flats, Alta. 


Rupa Subramanya is just plain wrong when she states "the milk and other marketing boards are literally holy cows 
that no politician wants to touch." 


Maxime Bernier and the People's Party of Canada have been advocating for the dismantling of such boards since 
the party was created. Why is this party and its policies not getting more attention from the mainstream media? It 
got five per cent of the popular vote in the recent election. 


Steve Schillaci, Pickering, Ont. 


Keep illegal Roxham Road crossing closed 


Re: Canada ends COVID-19 policy of turning back asylum-seekers between border crossings( 
httos://nationaloost.com/news/politics/canada-ends-covid-19-policy-turning-back-asylum-seekers-between-border- 


crossings ), Nov. 22 
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During the COVID restrictions of the past almost two years, asylum seekers trying to come to Canada illegally 
through the improvised Roxham Road crossing were turned away. This was good news because no one should be 
permitted to enter Canada by breaking the law. Those lawbreakers were coming from the U.S.A., a safe and 
democratic country. 


But since COVID is apparently no longer a problem, the illegal crossing is being reopened. So-called refugees will 
now be allowed to cross into Canada at that point. This makes no sense at all. Why should anyone be encouraged 
to break the law and take advantage of Canadian generosity? Canada should take the same action that Poland is 
exercising with its Belarus border and prevent illegal access. 


Roger Cyr, Victoria 
The National Post welcomes letters to the editor (preferably 150 words or fewer). Letters should be emailed to 
letters@nationalpost.com Please include your name, place of residence (town or city and province) and daytime 


phone number. Letters may be edited for length or clarity. 
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